
                           

GCIB Quotes from Alumni 
“It was more about thinking than learning which is something that should be more standard. I think there was even a genuine 

tone that carried into my non-IB classes that helped all students view the world with more scrutiny and empathy.” 

--Class of 2003 

“In all seriousness,  ToK classes were mind blowing as a high school student. The respect our teacher gave us students in 
terms of what he felt we were capable of understanding was really extraordinary. 

 
TOK and Literature classes, made me feel grown up, and not just because of the topics discussed, though those were certainly 
advanced (Dr. Zhivago anyone?). But the courses and the teachers never talked down to us, even if we were wrong. They gave 

us confidence in our own intelligence, and our ability to comprehend and go beyond the page, or the lesson plan. 
 

That confidence and breadth of knowledge imparted on me has truly stuck with me through the last 20 years. IB taught us not 
just what to learn, but how to learn it. And how to love it.” 

--Class of 1999 

“I was exposed to a new way of thinking critically about information presented. We challenged each others thought processes. 
It was a really cool way to prepare us to be more successful in college and as professionals.” 

--Class of 2003 

“My great experience at Michigan so far would not be the same at all if it weren’t for IB. It gave me the tools and confidence 
to tackle anything in any of my classes, and I’ve really really loved going to school each day because of it. I came in to college 
knowing exactly what I was getting myself into, and getting used to the demand of a college course load in IB makes it easier 

for me to spend my time exploring the many other opportunities here instead of stressing over schoolwork.” 

--Class of 2018 

“The Extended Essay, ignoring its other benefits, gives at the very least exposure to writing long research papers and 
demystifies that whole experience - first week of Honors English my professor told us we would be writing a 10 page research 

paper, and I just watched everyone else freak out while feeling totally fine myself.” 

--Class of 2018 

“When I applied to the University of Maryland, I mentioned the IB Program and world travel in my essays.  I believe this, plus 
the fact that the IB Program was on my transcript, is the reason why I was invited into the Global Communities Program at 

UMD, a two-year living-learning program” 

--Class of 2011 

“The IB program has successfully prepared me for all of my rigorous college classes. I have foresight in planning when to 
accomplish my assignments, I am organized, and I have mastered the art of multitasking. The IB program also prepared me in 

a more academic manner in the sense that reading 50 pages in a textbook or presenting orally for 20 minutes in front of my 
class do not seem as daunting to me as it used to” 

--Class of 2014 

 


