
 
 

2017-2018 iPAD PROGRAM 
 

Our Lady of Good Counsel High School (OLGCHS) launched a 1:1 iPad program in August 2013 for 

the Class of 2017. Computer technology became a large part of daily life before today’s students were 

born.  The OLGCHS iPad initiative bridges a gap between the computer technology available in school 

and out of school.  Our students develop an appreciation for the deep learning that results when 

technology is used effectively as part of their formal education. 

 

There is a one-time iPad fee of $742.  The Frequently Asked Questions section of this information 

sheet provides more detail about how we determine the fee.   

 

The decision to go with the iPad over other tablets and laptops came after much discussion and 

research.  The iPad has quickly become the industry standard for tablet computing and is by far the most 

popular choice among schools nationwide. We realize iPads are not a replacement for laptops or 

desktops – students are not likely to type a ten-page paper on the device – but they have several features 

that make them particularly suitable for today’s fast-paced high school environment.   

 

Powerful and versatile, with an intuitive interface, iPads help to enhance teaching and learning. 

OLGCHS chose the iPad because of its design and durability, the benefits it offers for teaching and 

learning, and the cost, function, and utility of the device.  

 

Design and Durability 

• Slim, durable, lightweight, and highly 

portable, the iPad is easy to bring to school 

and carry around campus.  

• Long battery life allows students to go the 

whole day without recharging. 

• Instant start-up means students are ready to 

go in class much faster than with a laptop. 

 

Teaching and Learning 

• The iPad supports a variety of teaching and 

learning styles, and helps foster student-

centered learning environments. 

• It provides instant access to school email 

and the OLGCHS portal. 

• Unlike laptops, the screen does not create a 

barrier between teacher and students. 

 

• Thousands of apps for the iPad open the 

door to endless possibilities for creative 

teaching and learning. 

• At the tap of a screen, it connects students to 

the wider world outside of OLGCHS; 

allowing them to do research at any time 

without having to use a computer lab. 

• The recording capability allows students to 

record lectures, create podcasts, practice 

language skills, and dictate notes. 

 

Cost, Function, and Utility 

• The iPad is more affordable than a laptop 

computer. 

• Unlike a laptop, the iPad is also an e-reader. 

The iPad introduces the opportunity to work 

with some texts and novels in an electronic 

format. 



• It is an effective organizational tool that can 

help students stay prepared for school. By 

replacing traditional paper notebooks with 

an interactive, digital device, it also reduces 

the 

need for making copies on campus and at 

home. 

• Given the number of students that 

will be connected to the school 

network, the iOS operating system 

provides a more secure 

environment.  

 

 

 

 

A 1:1 environment offers many advantages to our students.  We provide our students with a tool that 

research indicates motivates them to take greater care for the quality of their work.  Information is at the 

tips of their fingers.  Activities like mind mapping, cloud computing, small group collaboration, and data 

collection develop skills crucial for success in the 21st Century.  Internet access allows OLGCHS 

teachers to significantly alter daily learning activities and promote a broader range of student 

engagement. It empowers teachers to assess student learning in a variety of ways: exploring the 

possibilities of global connectivity, implementing more simulation-based learning, and creating 

individualized student projects.  At the same time, the decreased need to print reduces costs and clutter.  

The device aids teachers in serving diverse learners.  The iPad supports visual, manipulative, auditory, 

and (even) kinesthetic learning.  Lastly, iPads prepare students for college.  Universities typically use 

cloud applications for the submission of work and computer applications for their midterms and final 

exams.    

 

Our preparations for this major educational shift are ongoing. During the 2012-2013 school year, the 

faculty received iPads to enhance their instructional practices and become proficient with the device. 

During the 2013-2014 school year, all members of the Class of 2017 (as freshman) received iPads while 

teachers of students in other grades utilized laptop carts in preparation for a 1:1 environment. In the 

2014-2015 school year, the iPad program expanded to freshman, sophomores and juniors and gave the 

seniors the opportunity to purchase a device if desired. The 2015-2016 school year saw the expansion of 

the program school-wide. To ensure sufficient bandwidth exists to support the iPad initiative, continuous 

upgrades and improvements to our network infrastructure are ongoing.   Teachers receive diverse 

opportunities for professional development on the iPad.  Daily support is available from our two 

technology resource teachers along with four IT support professionals.  Students and faculty alike 

receive training on the use of cloud computing in order to submit, grade, and accept homework across a 

“virtual” network.   

 

The Class of 2021 will participate in iPad training prior to the first day of class in August.  They will 

learn about responsible use, how to navigate the portal, check school email, and otherwise essential 

functions of the iPad.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

1. What is the OLGCHS 1:1 iPad program? 

Every student at OLGCHS will be given an iPad to use in the classroom, to collaborate with students 

and teachers, to perform research, and to do homework assignments. It will be integral to the way 

students work in courses across the curriculum. By allowing students and teachers to take advantage 

of the multiplicity of resources and tools available with the iPad, the program enhances and supports 

rigorous teaching and learning at OLGCHS.  

 

2. Who owns the iPad? 

The student’s family owns the iPad once the $742 fee is paid in full. OLGCHS does maintain full 

rights to manage, collect and supervise the iPads for content control, enhanced supervision 

capabilities, and ease of pushing out apps, licensing agreements, etc.. 

 

3. What is the fee for the iPad? 

OLGCHS assesses a one-time iPad Program fee of $742 during freshman year or the student’s first 

year of enrollment for transfer students. The iPad fee includes: 

• 128GB WiFi iPad 

• AppleCare+ warranty coverage – NOTE: AppleCare+ for iPad gives three years of repair 

coverage and technical support and it adds coverage for up to two incidents of accidental 

damage due to handling of the iPad 

• Select educational apps including Pages, Keynote, and Numbers 

• Access to a loaner iPad when student’s iPad is being repaired 

• Access to onsite support  

• Access to infrastructure that optimizes the device including: internet bandwidth with a 

100MB up/down symmetrical fiber optic circuit, a secondary internet provider for failover 

redundancy, a robust firewall, a Mobile Device Management system, etc. 

 

4. Do we have to pay the entire $742/year fee up front? 

It depends on how you choose to pay tuition.  If you pay tuition all at once, then that payment will 

include the iPad fee.  If, however, you sign up for the two or ten payment options, your cost will be 

spread out over those periods. 

 

5. Is there a student-use policy for the iPad? 

The Student Handbook includes a Technology Acceptable Use Policy.  The policy includes specific 

expectations with respect to the iPad.  Students and parents will be reminded of and required to sign 



these iPad specific policies before taking possession of the iPad.  Some highlights of the policies 

include: 

a. Storage Space: The 128GB iPad was chosen to provide adequate storage space. 

b. Recording Devices: The iPad comes equipped with audio and video recording capabilities. 

Students are not allowed to record classes, teachers, or other students without the express 

permission of those being recorded. 

c. Search/Privacy: In compliance with our rules regarding appropriate behavior and to 

maintain a safe school environment, the school reserves the right to conduct a random search, 

without prior notice, of any area of the school premises, including, but not limited to, the 

school’s electronic systems and technological resources, as well as any item of a student’s 

personal belongings. The right to search and sanction is extended to any electronic resource 

used by students at school or school related activities. Electronic resources include, but are 

not limited to: iPads, student-assigned or student-owned computers, student email accounts, 

cell phones, other electronic equipment, Facebook, Instagram, and other social media, etc. 

The administration reserves the right to hold students accountable for any material that is 

contrary to the mission and core values of OLGCHS posted on any site using their devices, 

equipment, or profiles. The administration may review social networking sites and other 

Internet activity at any time. 

d. Filtering and 3G/4G: Any attempt to intentionally bypass the school’s filtering system is 

considered a violation of the Acceptable Use Policy. Use of unauthorized proxy servers 

(VPN apps, etc.) to intentionally bypass school filtering will result in disciplinary action.  

e. Academic Use: During class time, the teacher will direct iPad use and determine if/how the 

iPad is used. When a student's iPad is at school, we view it as an educational tool. Using the 

iPad for gaming, social interactions, or viewing videos/movies is discouraged while at 

school. 

f. Appropriate Materials: Utilizing the school network or equipment, as well as personal 

laptops and iPads, to create, access, download, edit, view, store, send, or print materials or 

programs that are illegal, offensive, harassing, intimidating, discriminatory, sexually explicit 

or graphic, pornographic, obscene, or otherwise inconsistent with the values or standards of 

the school, is prohibited. Using, accessing, distributing, or creating such resources will render 

a student liable for disciplinary action. 

 

6. What iPad will we be getting? 

We anticipate purchasing a 128GB WiFi model.   

 

7. What about insurance? 

The school has purchased the AppleCare+ warranty for the iPads.  AppleCare+ for iPad gives three 

years of repair coverage and technical support from the original purchase date of the iPad. It also 

adds coverage for up to two incidents of accidental damage due to handling of the iPad, each subject 

to a $49 ($79 extensive damage) service fee plus applicable tax.  Apple Care+ does not cover theft or 

loss.  The device is covered by most homeowners’ insurance policies.  OLGCHS recommends that 

families check their insurance coverage.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Is there anything we need to purchase with the iPad?  Do I need a case?   

Students will be provided with a protective case when they come to pick up the iPad.  (There will be 

an option for a keyboard case.) The iPad screen is made of glass and, unless properly shielded, can 

be broken when handled carelessly. OLGCHS requires a case to protect the iPad from accidental 

damage.  Students will not be permitted to take possession of the iPad without an approved case.  At 

a minimum, all cases MUST completely cover all four corners, the back of the iPad, and completely 

cover the screen when closed.  Should you prefer to purchase your own case, we STRONGLY 

recommend choosing from the following case options:  

 

Without keyboard:  

OtterBox 

LifeProof 

With keyboard: 

Zagg Keys 

ClamCase Pro 

 

If you choose to purchase a different case we STRONGLY recommend that you retain all receipts 

and original packaging until picking up the iPad.  This way if the case does not fit (wrong model) or 

is not approved you will be able to return it. 

 

9. When can students pick up the iPad? 

You will receive details about iPad pickup and orientation in the summer mailing to enrolled 

freshmen.  The information will also be posted on the OLGCHS website in early July. 

 

10. Do we need Internet access at home as a requirement of this program? 

No. Internet access at home is recommended, but it is not required. The iPad will have access to the 

Internet while on campus, and it will also be able to connect to the Internet through free WiFi 

hotspots like those provided at public libraries. 

 

11. What if the student leaves OLGCHS before the end of freshman year? 

A student leaving OLGCHS for any reason prior to the end of freshman year may take the iPad only 

if the iPad fee has been paid in full (i.e. $742), otherwise, the iPad must be returned to the school.  In 

such cases, there will be no pro-rated refund of fees already paid. 

 

12. Will students be able to use digital eBooks for the 2017-18 school year? 



Yes. Although not all required texts are available as eBooks, if there is a digital version of any book 

assigned for a class, there may be an option for you to purchase it. We don’t recommend purchasing 

eBooks until we are a few weeks into the school year. In the event that there is a course change, 

eBooks cannot be refunded.   

 

One of the many added values of an OLGCHS education includes the provision of school owned 

textbooks free of charge to families for many classes.  These textbook sets are used over several 

years and passed down from class to class.  There are two significant challenges related to the 

transition from hardcopy books to eBooks.  First, if the school were to replace all of these books at 

once in order to obtain eBooks for all students these costs would have to be passed along to families.  

In an effort to reduce costs for families, we will not REQUIRE the purchase of all books as eBooks.  

Second, ownership of eBooks is complex.  Some eBooks are effectively rented for a time period, 

some are owned solely by the iTunes account owner who purchased the book, and some are 

purchased as access codes which work much like a hardcopy of a book; possess the code, possess the 

book.  In the first two ownership arrangements, our current model of purchasing books for students 

to use over many years, thereby distributing the cost, is impossible.   While we hope to transition to 

eBooks incrementally through the natural attrition of outdated texts, this is an area in which we 

anticipate significant evolution over the years to come. 

 

13. Will there be commensurate aid for families already receiving tuition assistance? 

The Tuition Assistance Committee considers the iPad fee when determining need-based tuition 

assistance grants.  

 

14. What do you suggest for care and use of the iPad? 

Make sure to maintain a quality case for the iPad. Don’t stuff the iPad into a backpack full of books 

because the excess pressure from the books may cause the glass to crack. This proves to be the most 

common way screens break.  The screen should be cleaned only with a microfiber soft cloth.  Do not 

use Windex. 

 

15. Can students recharge iPads at school? 

Students are required to bring the iPad to school fully charged.  The battery will easily last through 

the school day.  We stress the importance of plugging in the iPad every night before going to bed, so 

that the device will be fully charged for a day of school and homework. 

 

16. Why no 3G or 4G? 

Our choice of WiFi-only iPads reflects cost, logistical, and safety considerations. 3G and 4G iPads 

are more expensive upfront and require additional monthly data fees (just like a cell phone.)   

Limiting students to the OLGCHS WiFi network, enables OLGCHS to push apps and updates to 

iPads via mobile device management software, enables OLGCHS IT support staff to locate and track 

lost or stolen iPads on campus, allows us to monitor the apps, and ensures they are subject to our 

internet filtering software while at school.  Student iPads will connect to the Internet anywhere on 

campus via the OLGCHS wireless network.  They can also connect to the Internet anywhere there is 

a public Internet hot-spot and at home provided your home has wireless.  



 

17. What happens if my child’s iPad is lost or stolen? 

Families will be liable for loss or theft. The IT support staff have methods of tracking and locating 

student iPads.  

 

18. Is there a loaner program?  

OLGCHS will have loaner iPads available for students whose iPads are being repaired. The 

information from a lost iPad can be easily transferred to a loaner or new iPad. 

 

19. Will we be responsible for buying apps used in class or will the school? 

The school will install several baseline apps prior to distribution of the iPads. 

 

20. Will there be any training for students on how to use the iPad?  

Yes. Students will participate in iPad training prior to taking the iPad home.   

 

21. Will there be filters on iPad use at school?  Will my child be able to use Facebook and games at 

school? 

Student iPads will be filtered the same way student computers are currently filtered. Students’ only 

Internet access is through OLGCHS’s filter while on campus. Any attempt to bypass the school’s 

Internet filters will result in disciplinary action. The OLGCHS filter is in place while students are 

connected to the OLGCHS network but is lifted when the device is connected to a public or home 

network. Students will have managed apple IDs that will restrict the ability to purchase items from 

the iTunes Store/App Store. All apps will be downloaded via the GC Self Service store, where only 

educational apps reside.  Parents are encouraged to monitor the apps their children download 

frequently. 

 

22. Can families opt out of the iPad program? 

No. Participation in the OLGCHS iPad program is required of every student who attends Our Lady 

of Good Counsel High School.  

 


